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MESSAGE FROM OUR CHAIRMAN
Hi All,

Firstly, thank you to all who took the time to get back to me about my views on the South
of England style _ good to have your input .

Summer is nearly here so all hands are needed with the show van. Anyone who is willing
to help please call Ron Mouland (01273 513597) or me (07767 894961) .

Next year the competition will have a new class _ Novice Pairs. This is for those who find
it a bit hard working on their own and who would prefer to work with someone else.

A number of members have mentioned that they do not get a chance to lay once they have
compl eted their training so we are allocating a few extra yards of hedge  on Training Days
for those who just want to lay. However,t his does have to be organised, soiti s important
you book with Mike Parrott in advance

I hear from P hil Hart that there is to be a Scything C  ompetition at Wakehurst Place. This is
a team competition and you will find details  on page 13.

Best wishes for a great summer and do try to get involved and help in the various aspects
of the Society.

Gary

MEMBERSHIP
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rather than emailing them.

Gift Aid
When renewing please tick the Gift A id box if you are a tax payer, as it means we can

membership year so it really does make a difference.

You can renew by bank transfer, credit/debit card, Paypal account on the websit e. |
also accept cheques and ¢ ash.

Thanks

Annual Subscriptions can now be paid electronically:
Phill
Account: South of England Hedge - laying Society
Sort Code: 20- 49- 76
Account No : 90867381




TRAINING

Training courses do not just happen _ they have to be organised !! Recently,
this has become more and more difficult with people turning up in the hope,
handing in money on the day etc. etc. Therefore the Committee have agreed
the following:

 4DayCourse - ¢cuyt rt isindudes 8 Training D ays, an Improvers
Day and 3 Coppicing D ays.

1 Maximum number 12.

71 Course to be booked and paid for in advance. Application forms will
be included with the next Newsletter. PAYMENT ON THE DAY WILL NO
LONGER BE ACCEPTED (this also includes the handing in of
member ship subs.)

1 No turning up on the day in the hope you can get some training.
1 A Waiting List will be set up.

There will also be hedge available for trained layers to get in a bit of practice.
This part of the hedge will not be available for training. Please let Mike
Parrott know in advance if you want to take advantage of this so he knows
how many yards of hedge, stakes and binders are required on each day.

Improvers Day 2014

Saturday 11 January had the now usual wet start. By the beginning of the
competition the sun was shining, views of Chichester Cathedral spire and the
Downs were sharp and clear, buzzards circling overhead. Eight competitors
working in pairs took part. The standard was very good - testament to the
good training from Gary Moore and members who have worked hard on our
training days. Dick Foulger kindly judged for us and had his work cut out to
separate the winning couple, but, being the thorough chap he is, he got
there with a clear six points between first and second. Congratulations to the
winners, and well done to the runners up.

Tim Hughes and Mark Glover - 85 points.

Tom Grainger and Chris Burchell Collins _ 79 points.
Cliff Hepburn and Mike Mason _ 74 points.

Stuart Piper and Roger May _ 61 points.
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They say a week in politics is a long time and the same could be said about hedge
laying. After all the rain we had had over the previous weeks, the sun shone for a

few days before the Annual Competition and, although it was very wet underfoot, we
were ab le to stage the event without a drop of rain falling on the day. Thanks must
go to our host, Mr Simpson, who allowed us the use of his shoot wagon to ferry
competitors to the site and to David Crouch who gave up his day competing to drive

the vehicle for us.

23 competitors over a range of classes laid a total of 200 yards of hedge that was
reasonably light in growth, with the hedge having been divided beforehand according
to the experience of the competitor class. It was not necessary to allow any extra
time to enable competitors to complete their cants so it was all off to the Green Man
in Ringmer for lunch and the presentation of prizes. Because of a reduction in
numbers in the Champions and Seniors Classes, the range of awards was adjusted,
but the ov erall standard of hedge - laying shows an improvement from year to year.

The Whitington Shield for best over - all re- growth from the 2014 competition held at
Donnington near Chichester was won by Geoffrey Pitt. He can now add this trophy

to the other re - growth awards he has won at The National Competition, Blackdown
Hills, Devon and North Somerset.

Once again this year we have seen that by continuing training to improve your
hedge - laying skills, it is possible to gain a place or even win a class in the
comp etition in subsequent years.

Paul Matthews made a very nice beadle which was presented to Darren Hulbert as
the win ner of the Novice Class in addition to The Westwood Plaque.

In recognition of his support over the years,
Mr Simpson was awarded Life Membe rship
of the Society and he promptly pinned his
badge to his coat to present the trophies.

Thanks must also go to the Judges,
Stewards and other officials all of whom
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such a success.

A competition results sheetis enclosed
with this Newsletter.

Jim Vantassel




NOTES FROM THE AGM

The Society AGM was held at Plumpton College on 14 February. Apologies to the
ladieswho OT GGEEd OUUd OOd Ad »wElprierdide to ddbet@onexEyazx d
A few points to note:

1 Gary Moore agreed to continue as Chairman for one more year and will step
down at the 2015 AGM. A vote of thanks was extended to Gary.

1 David Crouch, Frank Wrigh t and Des Whitington were voted onto the
Committee.

1 Tim Hughes and Terry Standen have swapped roles _ Tim is now Coppicing
Officer with Terry as his assistant.
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of his support to the S ociety for many years. It is very much appreciated.




There are estimated to be some 2000 mil es of canal - side hedge
in the UK. Towpaths are mainly looked after by volunteers most of
whom are not very familiar with hedge - laying. Roger May, a
member of the S ociety, as well as a member of the  Chichester
Canal Volunteer T eam, spent a few days with the team in 2012
laying a small part of their hedge to South of England (SOE) style,
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the local kids discovered their efforts and started  using the stakes
as javelins and they all ended up in the canal (the stakes not the kids 1. Additionally the
canal preservation funds for 2013 were not looking healthy due to projects elsewhere

and stakes and binders are expensive.

A re- think was required. Perhaps adh erence to the SOE style was not strictly
necessary, so, along with lan Runcie and John List , both members of the S ociety,
Roger has developed a pragmatic style, which it is hoped may f orm the basis of a
national canal - side style, perhaps with applications elsewhere.

This style needed to be:

1 Cheap
1 Low (the surrounding countryside needs to be on view to the folk on the barges).
1 Easy (easy enough for inexperienced volunteers)

Photos fr om the early 20 century exist showing newly layed hedges in a free st  yle using
live stakes (crops), t he layers presumably using the material available within the hedge

in front of them, rather than importing stakes and binders from elsewhere. The hedges

look strong and well built. There is , therefore, nothing new about our style and we
understand that the crop and pleach style, as the live stake style has been called, is still
practised in parts of Wales. Consideration of the Dutch style suggested that bin ders
may be simulated by live trunks layed at the height of the top of the hedge.

So off we went, improving and improvising as we went along. We have now layed some
200 metres of canal - side hedge and consider the result to be satisfactory. We are not
constrained by style rules and use material from the hedge as we see fit. Generally we

lay the pleachers as in the SOE style and leave approximately every 5" or 6" trunk as a




live stake. We pleach the stake at 3 feet or so and lay it on top as a binder, usually but

not always in the opposite direction to the pleachers, which we think creates a bit of

tension within the hedge and may therefore increase its strength. Its main purpose is to
hold down the pleachers and maintain the 3ft - 3ft 6 height. Larger trees are frequently left
as standards, as is currently encour aged by DEFRA, and we have used laterally pleached
branch es from the standards as binders. If the hedge is too thin we add a cut stake or

two and there is nothing to stop us reinforcing the live binder by weaving in suitable
branches as required. We do not expect the binders to live but we shall see in a year or

two. The main criteria is wildlife preservation and, with the farmer's permission, we place
the frith between the hedge and the adjacent fence for hedgehog use but this is likely to
remain a local variant.

With regard to the criteria above: so far
we have used only traditional tools and
the hedge is going down much more
rapidly than we would be able to achieve
utilising the SOE competition rul es. As
we are all volunteers it costs nothing
except our own time, which pleases the
Canal Trust. Itis a low hed ge but the
height can be varied at will. We are very
pleased with the result and will be
looking to bring our efforts to the




