South of England Hedge Laying Society
Site Risk Assessment
	Date: 
	Task: 
Coppicing
	Grid Ref 


	Location: 

	Nominated Site Foreperson:  

	Hazard
	Whom

affected
	Control

Measures(s)
	Risk Level

	
	
	
	L
	S
	R

	Using a slasher to clear brambles / nettles etc 
	Coppice Worker Public
	Training / Experience, operate a safe working distance of at least 2 lengths of the slasher handle
	1
	2
	2

	Rabbit holes
	Coppice Worker Public
	Raise awareness of them

Mark holes with a stick / hazard tape if in the way of pedestrians
	3
	1
	3

	Tools flying out of Coppice workers hands
	Coppice Worker Public
	Training / Experience do not hold hand tools (Billhooks, Brush hooks) while wearing gloves.
	1
	1
	1

	Using Sharp Hand tools
	Coppice Worker Public
	Training / Experience, keep the public away from hedge laying operators. Cut away from your body / people. 
	3
	2
	6

	Chainsaw operation
	Coppice Worker Public
	Full Chainsaw PPE, Operator to hold relevant chainsaw certificate
	3
	3
	9

	Felling Coppice material
	Coppice Worker Public
	Good observations maintained, Training / Experience, safe working distance maintained
	2
	1
	2

	Moving long Coppice material / binders and other hitting people
	Coppice Worker Public
	Good observations maintained, Training / Experience, safe working / observation distance maintained
	2
	1
	2

	Lifting heavy items
	Coppice Worker 
	Training / Experience, Communication, Team work
	1
	2
	2

	Nearest Phone: Mobile Phone on site
	First Aid Box Location:



	Ambulance Meeting Point: 
	First Aider: Mike Parrott  / Phil Hart / Gary Moore

	Nearest Hospital/Medical Facilities: 


	First Aid Contingency: Small cuts – first aid Medium injuries – non life threatening & safe to move patient, First aid then take to hospital. Major injuries- life threatening. Not able to move patient, First aid, then call ambulance.

	Risk Assessment Undertaken by: P J Hart

	(L) LIKELIHOOD
1 Hazard exists very infrequently; limited numbers exposed

2 Likely to occur; hazard exists intermittently or occurs occasionally

3 Likely to occur soon; permanent hazard or occurs daily/repeatedly; many may be exposed
	(S) SEVERITY OF HAZARD
1 Could cause minor injury only 

2 Could cause major injury/3 day or more absence

3 Could cause a fatality/severe injury
	(R) RISK LEVEL is the product of Likelihood and Severity (L x S)

Very High Risk score
6 or 9

Moderate Risk score 
3 or 4

Low Priority Risk score
1 or 2


VERY HIGH RISK SCORES (6 TO 9) NEED ADDITIONAL ACTION.  ACTIVITY MUST NOT COMMENCE.

Please turn over & complete the next page

Site Risk Assessment (continued)

Note: If this additional page is needed the results MUST be used when assessing the hazards and risk level of the task

	Hazard
	Whom

affected
	Control

Measures(s)
	Risk Level

	
	
	
	L
	S
	R

	If present, Over Head Power lines
	Coppice Worker Public
	Get them turned off before Coppicing commences, do not cut coppice material if within 2 tree lengths of the Over Head Power lines  
	3
	3
	9

	Pricked by Blackthorn
	Coppice Worker Public
	Wear gloves when handling blackthorn.
	3
	1
	3

	Saw dust
	Coppice Worker Public
	Wear safety goggles when close to wood being cut
	3
	1
	3

	Twigs / thorns scratching your eyes 
	Coppice Worker Public
	Wear safety goggles when close to Twigs / thorns 
	3
	1
	3

	Lifting heavy items, back injury
	Coppice Worker,
	Share the lifting with someone else

Use safe Lifting Techniques, 
	2
	2
	4

	Stabbing feet with a fork
	Coppice Worker,
	Strong stout boots preferably with steel toecaps
	1
	1
	1

	Tetanus
	Coppice Worker
	Vaccinations up to date
	1
	3
	3

	Burn from fire /  sparks / steam / boiling sap
	Coppice Worker
	Load fire from up wind of the fire, turn in fire with a fork
	1
	2
	2

	Slip, trip, fall 
	Coppice Worker
	Clear brambles, keep a tidy work site, and do not walk in woodland with your hands in your pockets. 
	1
	2
	2

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Additional Controls Needed: 

If working near power lines they must be switched off before the job can start.

	Further Preventative Measures: 

Chainsaw operators require certification before chainsaw use can take place. 
Coppice Worker and trainers to ensure safe working distances are maintained.

	Additional Personal Protective Equipment:

Chainsaw Operators each to carry their own personal first aid kit at all times.

	Training Needed: All Coppice Workers to have under taken basic training before carrying out coppice work

	Monitoring and Communication: This risk assessment to be updated & additional risks added where appropriate. 
Mobile phones on site, check for signal. 

	(L) LIKELIHOOD
1 Hazard exists very infrequently; limited numbers exposed

2 Likely to occur; hazard exists intermittently or occurs occasionally

3 Likely to occur soon; permanent hazard or occurs daily/repeatedly; many may be exposed
	(S) SEVERITY OF HAZARD
1 Could cause minor injury only 

2 Could cause major injury/3 day or more absence

3 Could cause a fatality/severe injury
	(R) RISK LEVEL is the product of Likelihood and Severity (L x S)

Very High Risk score
6 or 9

Moderate Risk score 
3 or 4

Low Priority Risk score
1 or 2


Updated P J Hart November  2016 ......................................................................

